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Assignment: Issue of Interest

From integrating technology to improve a community, I developed a topic that I would major in the research. I selected the effects of technology integration in education, and this would be an appropriate topic for me because there has been a lot of concern in the community about the impact that technology integration has on education. There has been an increase in technology development, where new learning resources are available and accessible from anywhere. People have adopted the latest technology in different areas to perform other tasks. Learning institutions have had an issue with technology integration, where the common challenge is the cost of adoption, implementation, and maintenance. Technology has been a significant concern in the current era. People want to simplify issues, solve problems through innovation, and adopt new methods or ways of doing things. There has been a rise in demand for learning in the educational sector due to the rapid population increase in society. This topic would help me understand how technology integration impacts this issue on teachers and students (Tondeur, 2018).
Although there has been an improvement and emergence of new technology in the market that can be applied in different areas, it has been an issue due to differences in geographical location. Due to this difference, it means that technology is not always adopted simultaneously in all areas. In most cases, new technology is adopted and implemented in the urban areas first, and the reason is that most of the innovations start in the urban areas before reaching the rural place. It can also be argued that most of the urban institutions have plenty of resources that help implement and maintain new strategical changes (Njiku et al., 2019). As a result, the performance of individuals in the urban areas or more developed countries (in the educational sector) seems to be higher. Thus, technology integration could be the reason behind it. However, different people have different perceptions of technology integration in education. Therefore, technology integration would be an interesting study investigating the relationship between people’s perceptions and the actual study findings.
 
      Confidentiality Rights
Research question. What steps can be taken to prevent more maternity deaths for Black women from treatable illnesses like pre-clampsia in communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis, IN.
1. Why is confidentiality significant in IRB projects?  
Confidentiality significant in IRB projects because it tends to involve agreement on the various ways in which specific Information identified can be maintained and who is allowed to access the Information. Doing this tends to establish confidentiality between the researcher and any other person who participates in the research.
2. What confidentiality rights can the community expect as participants in your project. How will you treat the Information provided?
There are various confidentiality rights which the community expects from me as a researcher; this includes applying professionalism when engaging with them, respecting their privacy, not sharing their names, and any other information they shared with me. They also have a right me keeping the Information they shared with me a secret if possible, treating them with respect as well as respecting the community's opinions. For the case of the Information provided by the community, I will consider them confidential and of great importance.
3. How does a researcher's compliance with confidentiality standards protect a participant?
Compliance with confidentiality standards and privacy will significantly help in participant's protection from potential harm. The harm could be psychological harm (distress), social harm, financial (damage), or even physical harm.
4. Discuss in detail. Demonstrate how this Information relates to your topic/research question.
My research question is: "What steps can be taken to prevent more maternity deaths for Black women from treatable illnesses like pre-clampsia, in communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis, IN." the above Information on confidentiality indeed will be able to help me in various aspects. This includes assisting guide my interaction with the community, and the Information above has also supported me know the importance of complying with confidentiality standards to protect my research participants. Also, I can now carry my research comfortably, knowing all that the community expects of me as I interact with them. 

Problem Statement & Research Question and Identify the Community 
The prevention of maternity death among Black women in various communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis, IN.
Why I consider my topic a problem.
Having been much associated with the black communities such as Indianapolis, there has been an issue that has been much affecting the women in the black community. There have been high maternity deaths among the black communities, which are associated with many treatable infections. No one deserves to die for any treatable condition. After all the possible steps to combat id, I am not all but to reduce the number of maternity deaths.
Research question. What are the possible steps to consider preventing more maternity deaths for Black women from treatable illnesses such as pre-eclampsia in the Boston community?
I will be able to conduct my participatory action research with the Boston community health officials. The Participatory Action Approach will be an effective method because it remains a relevant approach that provides a certain process for the Boston community to explore its practices. Also, having community participation in my research will make them feel involved and much considered in the research, aiming to improve their lives. PAR also tends to promote learning among the community members as well as producing much evidence concerning the ongoing change in processes.


















CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE VOLUNTARILY IN A RESEARCH INVESTIGATION
SPRINGFIELD COLLEGE
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01109
	  

         Marilyn Morton
	           
            Nancy Barros
	 	 

		  	_  
	

	Responsible Faculty Member  
 
	Researchers 
617-892-5335

		  	_ 
		 	 

		Faculty phone contact 	 
 
	Researcher primary phone contact 
7/08/2021

		  	_ 
		 	 	 

		Participant’s Name 	 
 
 
		 	Date 

	
	



PROJECT TITLE: What steps can be taken to prevent more maternity deaths for Black
women, from treatable illnesses like pre-clampsia, in communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis, IN.? 
1. The purpose of this research project
The purpose of the research project is to identify various steps can be taken to prevent more maternity deaths for Black women, from treatable illnesses like pre-clampsia, in communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis, IN.?  
2. The information obtained in this research project will be beneficial
The information obtained in this research project will be beneficial to formulate policies in the most affected communities to reduce or end maternity deaths. More importantly, the information will enable organizations to make better, informed decisions in relation to the health of the entire population both in within our communities and the country at large. 
3. The approximate number of participants involved in this project is.
Most preferably, we will be able to involve about 60 participants to help ensure we achieve the research objective. From all the participants, information will be obtained largely by a combined methodology utilizing both survey/questionnaires and interviews. We will always consider availability of the participant and their preferred methods mentioned above. 
4. You have been selected to participate in this research project because 
The reason you have been selected to participate in this research project is that, we considered you as an informed citizen in apposition to help us with ideas and information, which we all consider of great importance to our entire community. You will be of great importance because any information obtained from you will greatly help to formulate policies aimed at reducing maternity deaths not only among the black community, but also in the entire country.
5. The information in this project will largely be collected by….
The information in this project will largely be collected by the use of questionnaires and Interviewing. Mostly, we will be able to do an interview with you for not more than an hour. we understand how precious time is, but it will be my kind request for a time not exceeding an hour for the open-ended interview and we will truly appreciate. 
6. Names of participants will be kept confidential. Transcripts and field notes will be stored in a secure place by the researcher and not used for purposes other than the current study. 
7.TELEPHONE INTERVIEWS:
Interviewees will be provided the consent to participate voluntarily form acknowledging the following.  Interviewees can send an email acknowledging consent:

a. you have fully read the consent form, had the opportunity to consider the information, ask questions, and receive satisfactory answers.
b. you understand that your participation is voluntary, entirely anonymous, and can be discontinued at any time without reason, and without your legal rights being affected.
c. you understand that taking part in this survey does not involve any video/audio recording.

8. There are no potential risks to subjects participating in this research study.
9. .You are free to withdraw from this project at any time without penalty. All information you have given will be shredded or returned. You may contact the researcher at any time at the above phone number. 
10. ADD to Consent Form: There is always the possibility of tampering from an outside source when using the internet for collecting information. While the confidentiality of your responses will be protected once the data are downloaded from the internet, there is always a possibility of hacking or other security breaches that could threaten the confidentiality of your responses.]
11. In the event of a research-related injury to the subject or questions about rights as a participant, contact Springfield College IRB at 413-748-3959.

 
If you have any concerns about this research project, please contact my professor at the above phone number. 
 
 
 I certify that I have read the information above and fully understand the above project. All my questions have been answered to my satisfaction by the researcher. I willingly consent to participate in this research project with the understanding that I may withdraw at any time without prejudice. I agree the research data generated may be published provided my name is not used or that I am not otherwise identified. 
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I certify that I have explained fully to the above participant the nature, purpose, potential benefits, and foreseeable risks of this study. 
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Assessment of Community Stakeholders
Research Question: What steps can be taken to prevent more maternity deaths for Black women from treatable illnesses like pre-clampsia, in communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis, IN.? 
Based on (community toolbox, section 8), stakeholders are those who might affect any effort made. The primary stakeholders remain to be anyone or a group that stands to be involved directly negatively or positively by the various actions of the institution, agency, or organization. In my project, my key stakeholders will be black women in both Boston and MA vs. Indianapolis. Healthcare practitioners and officials, People who have been affected either directly or indirectly, and Authorities in the regions. I consider the above list as being my primary stakeholders because they will be able to give information on what might be put in place in order to reduce the number of Maternity deaths and the implementation of whatever information collected from the primary stakeholders. Lack of community participation presents various obstacles to the research project because this will weaken the research methodology, reduced the likelihood of implementing the findings. Also, lack of community participation in any other project results in less and inaccurate information.
The various strategies to enhance involvement in the research project include creating a project outline, choosing the right team and methodology, establishing clear communication, setting clear means of communication, managing the project risks, and working with deadlines to ensure it is completed at the right time. 

Using Qualitative Methods to Assess the Community

Research question. What steps can be taken to prevent more maternity deaths for Black women from treatable illnesses like pre-clampsia, in communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis, IN.?
Describe why it would be beneficial to use a qualitative methodology for a community assessment!
There are various benefits when using the qualitative methodology for any community assessment. They include the following. The qualitative methodology produces detailed information about those who participated in the research project. This includes their feelings, experiences, and opinions. The qualitative approach also tends to understand various human experiences in certain specific settings; this methodology also admits any other researcher to discover the participants' inner experience. In addition, different qualitative research methods like observation and unstructured interviews are most commonly utilized in data collection.
In terms of finding out the various steps, which can be taken to eliminate or reduce maternity deaths among black women in the Boston community, I will be able to utilize qualitative research methods due to the following reasons. They remain to be economical, helps create content, make it possible for me and any other researcher to understand attitudes, puts creativity as a driving force, are an open-ended process, and incorporates human experience.




Project Overview IRB Submission Form
I. Introduction to the research project:
1. Describe your research topic/issues.
Based on the various aspects in the society of black women dying at an alarming rate in the Boston and MA Indianapolis of various infections, which can be treated, this drove my interest to explore the topic. To explore what actions/steps can be taken to reduce this number would be important to both Boston and MA Indonesian communities. It remains significant to other communities as well and this is because, the data collected would be useful to be applied to all other communities in the country.
2. State your research problem: (What is the problem you are trying to/want to address with this research project?)
I aim at addressing the increased maternity deaths for black women in the Boston community and the MA Indianapolis. This remains a problem because; losing people because of what can be treated should be the last thing to happen to any community in the country. This is something, which can be corrected, and if data is obtained, then it will be easy for this kind of the occurrence to be reduced or eliminated. Addressing the high maternity deaths in the community will save lives, which will be beneficial to both the community and the entire country.
3. What is your research question (s)?
What steps can be taken to prevent more maternity deaths for Black women, from treatable illnesses like pre-clampsia, in communities such as Boston, MA vs. Indianapolis?
4. What are your research objectives? (What are your goals for this project? What do you expect to accomplish by completing this project? State your research objectives.)
To be able to identify the fundamental factors that have resulted to the high maternity deaths for Black Women.
To give hope to women in the Black community by increasing their knowledge about what cause maternity deaths.
To help provide information to the policymakers to address the issue
To be able to support the health care provider in the Black community
My partners in the research process are the community care partners who include the health practitioners within the community.
II. Describe your research methods:
1. What are your participant selection criteria? Who will participate in your research? Adults? Children? How will you identify and contact your possible participants? Approximately how many participants do you want to/expect to take part in your research? Where will you find the research participants you will need?
In selecting my participants, I will be able to consider where they are from, their specialization, the population I will be dealing with, and, more importantly, those who will be able to provide the kind of information I will need.
Those who will be able to participate in the research are the stakeholders, adults who have been affected either directly or indirectly by the rise in maternity deaths. I will seek participants in my project among health practitioners, local authority and women within the affected community.
I will be able to identity, contact all the participants by personally approaching the community, and identify them, use the local authority to identify them, and using the technology to find them in their working place. I will be working with about 60 participants whom I will be able to get in the community with the help of the local authority, who are their areas either the municipalities and counties officials within my area of interest. Also, I will personally visit the community to get some of them whom I will be able to interview differently.
2. How will participant safety and confidentiality be ensured? What types of consent forms will be applicable to your project?
Foremost, I will they keep their records secure with password-protected files, encryption when sending information over the Internet, and even old-fashioned locked doors and drawers. 
The consent forms, which will be applicable in the research project, include the written consent to Participate Voluntarily Form and the oral informed consent script.

3. What data collection instruments/approaches will you use? Interviews, focus groups, surveys? Approximately how long will each survey/interview take? Where what location and/organization will you conduct this research study? How did you choose this location? What recording methods will you use to record the data that study participants are giving you? (Field notes, audio recording procedures, note taking during interview)?
I will collect my data through combined methodologies of both a 15 minutes questionnaire or survey(Quantitative) and interviews (qualitative) within participants, which will last for about one hour per. This research will be conducted in Boston and MA; either virtually or on the phone and I will be using both note taking and audio- recording procedure methods to record the data from my participants.
methodologies of both a 15 minute questionnaire or survey [quantitative] and interviews [qualitative] with participants, which will last for about one hour per participant. This research will be conducted in the Boston and MA.  Community, either on the phone or virtually, and I will be using both note-taking and audio-recording procedure methods to record data from my participants.
III. Agreement Forms (Technical Advisor and Community Partner)
……
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